




Jacksonville University Orchestra
Classical Rewind
Marguerite Richardson, conductor
Tuesday, October 1 at 7:30 PM
Terry Concert Hall

Program

Russian Easter Festival Overture, Op. 36	  Nikolay Rimsky-Korsakov
(1844-1908)

The Kid With The Dream (2024) 	 Isaiah Jackson
(b. 2003)

Delius Composition Award Winner, 2024
World Premiere

Intermission

Symphony No. 7 in A Major, Op. 92 	 Ludwig van Beethoven
Poco sostenuto. Vivace. 	 (1770-1827)
Allegretto.
Presto. Assai meno presto.
Allegro con brio.



Isaiah Jackson, Winner of the Delius Composition Award, 2024

Isaiah Jackson is a cello performance and composition double major at 
Jacksonville University. His cello studies began at the age of nine and he 
quickly developed a passion for playing that has followed him throughout his 
studies at Jacksonville University. In recent years, he has won the Concerto 
Competition with the Jacksonville University Orchestra, performed on an 
Honors Recital, won several composition awards, performed a Junior recital, 
and performed for the Linda Berry Stein College of Fine Arts & Humanities 
Advisory Board. After graduation, Isaiah plans to pursue a Master’s Degree in 
cello performance and film scoring.

Notes on the Program

Rimsky-Korsakov, Russian Easter Festival Overture, Op. 36

As a child growing up in Tikhvin, a market town 120 miles east of St. Petersburg, Nikolay Rimsky-Korsakov 
attended church services in a large, centuries-old cathedral. The raucous, joyful nature of the Easter services in 
Tikhvin Cathedral made an indelible impression on Rimsky-Korsakov. In the summer of 1888, as he finished 
Scheherazade, Rimsky-Korsakov also completed a 15-minute orchestral work he titled Svetlyi prazdnik (The 
Bright Holiday), an Easter overture based on music from the obikhod, a collection of chants used in Russian 
Orthodox liturgy. Families of instruments (winds, strings, brasses) take turns intoning different chants from 
the obikhod – their distinctive timbres reference the varied crowd, “people from every walk of life.” In his 
autobiography, My Musical Life, Rimsky-Korsakov wrote, “This legendary and heathen side of the holiday, this 
transition from the gloomy and mysterious evening of Passion Saturday to the unbridled pagan-religious merry-
making of Easter Sunday, is what I was eager to reproduce in my overture …”

(notes by Elizabeth Schwartz)

Jackson, The Kid With The Dream

The Kid With The Dream was created out of a story idea I had about a child’s future adult self coming back in 
time to take his younger self on a space odyssey. As you listen, you can hear and feel the rush of the thunderous 
rocket boosters blasting them into deep space.

As the sky faded and the stars filled in his eyes, his sense of wonder blossomed.

On their adventure, they encounter different lifeforms and environments, developing their knowledge about the 
ever-expanding universe while also learning lessons about humility and compassion. In the end, the “kid” returns 
home, forever changed by his journey.

(notes by the composer)
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